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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of  

Thy faithful and 

enkindle in them 

the fire of  Thy 

love. Send forth 

Thy Spirit and 

they shall be 

created and Thou 

shall renew the 

face of  the earth.  

AMEN 

“The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light”  
Isaiah 9:10 

“I have seen a great light” 
 

In the third grade, a classmate of mine 

asked me, “What are you? She was 

Mormon and was asking what faith 

background I was. I remember thinking, 

“I don’t know.” I went home that day 

and asked my mother, “What are we?” I 

did not have an answer until the Advent 

of 2000, at the most difficult point in my 

life, when God broke in and shattered 

my darkness with His light. Advent is a 

special time for me because it reminds 

me of the coming of Jesus into my own 

life. Isaiah the Prophet said, “The people 

who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light” (Isaiah 9:10).  My life 

changed forever when I was 16 years 

old. I had the habit of going to the 

library to study during my lunch hour 

every day. However, on April 20, 1999, 

I had an overwhelming urge to leave 

school minutes before lunch hour. I ran 

into my friend Rebekah in front of the 

library and talked her into leaving with 

me. We decided we would go to a 

restaurant and study there. For some 

reason, there was no way I was going to 

stay at school and had to leave! As we 

were driving away, I looked in my 

rearview mirror and noticed many of my 

schoolmates running out of the school. 

We soon found out there had been a 

shooting at our high school, Columbine 

High School, and most of the shootings 

happened in the library where we were 

every other day! I wondered what made 

me leave school that day and I 

remember being told, “God must have a 

plan for your life!”. This tragedy and the 

aftermath that followed, shattered my 

whole world. I did not know God and as 

time went on, I experienced deeper 

emptiness and struggle to find meaning 

in life. I turned to many other things to 

find fulfillment and happiness. During 

my senior year, I felt I lost all hope. At 

this time, during Advent of 2000, one of 

my friends invited me to the Catholic 

Church; there I met a youth minister 

who was so passionate and full of life. I 

could tell she had something in her life 

that was missing in my life. She 

ministered to me and shared about a 

God who passionately loved me. She 

told me that I am made in God’s image 

and likeness, that I am a temple of the 

Holy Spirit, and that, indeed, God does 

have a great plan for my life! I 

experienced peace, joy, and hope as I 

came to discover who I truly am – a 

child of God! A friend of mine took me 

to the adoration chapel where I 

experienced the true presence of Jesus. I 

realized God was alive and at work in 

my life! I realized that not only did God 

lead me out of Columbine that day - He 

was also leading me to Himself! I gave 

my life to Jesus and was encouraged to 

attend Franciscan University where I 

would be immersed in the Catholic 

faith. At Franciscan, at the age of 19, I 

was baptized and welcomed into the 

Catholic Church. I was excited for this 

new life God had given me! While at 

Franciscan University, I received prayer 

for baptism in the Holy Spirit, thanks to 

the testimony and ministry of the staff 

and students there. At the age of 25, I 

experienced a profound healing and 

subsequent baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

God became for me a loving Father so 

close and real. I remember being in 

adoration and resting in God’s love and 

embrace and knowing what it is to truly 

be His child. One day while attending 

Mass, I was inspired to pray, “Lord help 

me enter into Mass in a way I have 

never experienced before.” God 

answered that prayer! All through Mass, 

it felt like God flooded my soul with His 

love and grace. I looked up and felt 

Jesus’ presence before me. I felt He was 

calling me to love Him with an 

undivided heart, and to lead others to 

experience His love. My eyes were 

opened to the beauty of religious life! 

As I have said, “Yes” to God and his 

plans for my life, I have been amazed 

how He has continued to lead and guide 

me. I am grateful for all God has done 

for me and my prayer is He will 

continue to do the same for you! I pray 

that this Advent will be a life-changing 

time of grace for you, and that you may 

come to know who you are in Christ 

Jesus in a deeper way.  

Sr. Mary Gianna is a member of the Disciples of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. She currently serves as Director of 

Family Life and Evangelization for a parish and is 

going to school for nursing. 

 

 


